DRAM 319: 
Contemporary Irish Drama
Assignment 1: 
Dramaturgical Research Project: Dublin by Lamplight by Michael West

	Component
	Due Date
	Value

	1. Research Package
	Wednesday, February 6, 2008 at the beginning of class 
	20%

	2. Final Research Report

1000 words maximum, created as an attractive webpage.
	Monday, March 3, 2008 by midnight


	25%


Project Goals:

This project has two primary aims. The first is to develop research skills through a problem-based learning approach, where broad topics are assigned, and students refine their topics as research progresses. The second goal is to contribute to the international community of theatre scholarship by sharing research findings on the internet in a format that is accessible, professional, and thoroughly documented. Along the way, students will also develop web skills, practice collaborating with peers, and develop a more informed ability to analyse the relationship between art and society.
Assignment Summary:

Determine the relevance of your given topic to the play Dublin by Lamplight (Michael West, 2005); define your research goals accordingly; conduct research into a variety of sources; collect research findings into a package that will be submitted to the instructor. Determine how your findings will best be presented on a website (design, layout, number of discrete topics, links, images); write critical summaries of your findings; create a webpage that best presents your summaries and findings. 
Part 1: Research Package 
Topics: 
Joyce/Ulysses allusions
Irish National Theatre 
Production History

Story Theatre/Commedia

Social & Economic Conditions

Irish-British relations
Head-of-State visits

Navigating Dublin
Regiments, Societies, Political Groups
Monuments and Architecture

Irish Literary Revival 
Turn-of-the-century British stage
Irish Feminism 
Mother Ireland

Cuchulainn (Ulster Cycle/Contemp lit)
Each student will be assigned one of the above broadly conceived topics. Topics have been derived from issues relevant to the play. As you can see, there are more students than topics. Students working on the same topic will be required to conduct independent research, and submit a fully independent report, and each student will be graded independently. However, students should consult with each other ASAP to determine how their shared topic can be broken down into various research components, which student will be responsible for which component, and how the presentation on the website will be structured. Students working on the same topic will have to collaborate on the design of website pages.
The Package:

The submitted package will consist of some or all of the following, depending on the nature of your topic, and your chosen research focus: selected photocopied or printed articles (informal and academic), images, media clips, definitions of culturally specific terms. At the very least, you must provide a Table of Contents, a Bibliography, and organise the package in a logical way; for instance, you could group findings under thematic headings. It would also be useful to annotate the bibliography, provide summaries of your findings, or organise and annotate your material in any other way that will be useful for comprehension purposes. Students will be evaluated on the breadth, focus, and relevance of their research, as well as the clarity of the package’s initial hard-copy presentation. Remember: you will eventually have to present this information on the website, so maintain good notes and bookmarks on the material you discover in your research.
Part 2: Final Research Report/Website  (1000 words max, presented as attractive webpage)
In first part of the assignment, you collected your research materials – articles, images, chapters from books, other internet sources – and in the second part of this assignment, you will write brief critical summaries of your findings, and then present these summaries along with bibliographies and, when possible, links to the original source material. Students working on the same topics will collaborate on creating a website and all web pages will be linked to a central site on Dublin by Lamplight. The purpose of the website is to create a comprehensive research source for anyone interested in the play (potential directors, actors, designers, students, scholars, theatre goers).

Each researcher’s broad topic should be divided into smaller, more discrete topics, and headings should be provided to make webpage navigation clear and logical. Students assigned to the same broad topic must meet and discuss how their various findings will be organized and laid out in web format. The web page will be assessed on the quality of your writing, and the quality of your presentation:
Quality of writing: clarity, comprehensiveness, economy

Quality of presentation: you are not expected to develop professional design skills (!), but you are expected to present material in a clear and logical way: break down your topic into smaller web-friendly ‘bites,’ use titles and blank space to separate ideas, include images for interest and clarification, link to relevant readings on the internet. You will receive training on this!
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