OUTLINE
Anna Deavere Smith – Twilight Los Angeles
1. Documentary


A. ‘Documentary theatre’


B. Documentary in Film



- Possible Definitions (see page 2)


- Fiction vs. Documentary (see chart, page 3_

C. Categories of Documentary

2. Anna Deavere Smith and Documentary – what is she up to?

3. Status of Images in Twilight Los Angeles
4. Truth and Authenticity:  
How Twilight Los Angeles shapes our view of the riots

- Verbatim
- The actor’s body

- ‘Editing’
Possible Definitions

1) a film that explores or documents the lived world

2) the representation of actual events and people on the screen

3) a film that emphasises educating and persuading viewers about aspects of their existence

4) a film that offers a distinctive representation of the reality we associate with daily existence in the lived world

5)  what is seen and heard is not created expressly for the purpose of making a film and bears a strong resemblance to what you or I would have seen and heard had we been at the scene of the filmed event

Fiction vs. Documentary

	Fictional Cinema
	Documentary Cinema

	involves a sequence of sights and sounds which create a self-contained, imaginative world
	Involves a series of sights and sounds that refer to the pre-existing world outside of the text

	but these can (and do) relate to the world that we know
	It cannot be a purely fictional system

	however, fictional cinema does require a willing suspension of disbelief at some point
	there is an attempt to represent something that is part of the pre-existing world

	Factual material is often subordinated to the fictional exigencies of the text
	It may contain fictional elements, but they must be subordinated to some systematic record of the extrinsic world we know
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