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Silent Film Comedy & the Vaudeville Stage

1. Vaudeville examples

2. Knopf on Keaton and Improv: Keaton adapting to the camera

3. Adapting the camera to Keaton:



a. Setting the mise-en-scène



e.g. chase sequence in Daydreams

b. Shot scale



e.g. ‘falling wall’ in Steamboat Bill Jr.
4. Chaplin in Gold Rush (Oceana Roll)



- humour – stage/screen


- Chaplin as focus (gesture, shot scale)



- spectacle vs. subtlety



- body vs. face 

- physicality vs. emotion

5. Lloyd and mise-en-scène


- gags used to facilitate narrative


- repetition and variation


- figure expression from whole body


- interchangeability of bodies


- training the audience
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