Week  23: March 21 & 22

Irish Independents 2: America and Emigration

Screening: Korea (Cathal Black, 1996)
Readings

McLoone, Irish Film. Chapter 9: Cultural Identity: The American Friend and the European 

Neighbour, pp. 184-200

Roach, Joseph. "Flickless in Dublin." Yale Journal of Criticism: Interpretation in the Humanities 15.1 (2002): 217-19.

Optional
O’Toole, Fintan. “The Ex-Isle of Erin: Emigration and Irish Culture” in Mac Laughlin, Jim, ed. Location and Dislocation in Contemporary Irish Society : Emigration and Irish Identities. Cork: Cork University Press, 1997, pp. 158-178.
The overall theme of the lecture is to investigate the ways in which the film engages with America, particularly through the spectre of emigration. The ways we will investigate this include:
1. How visual style plays into the film’s themes

2. Tension between Tradition and Modernity


a. relationship tropes


b. comparison to previous films


c. rural electrification

3. Memory and Modernity


a. within the film’s narrative


b. Ireland’s relationship with memory


c. stylistic strategies to represent memory

4. Complex relationship with America
