Week 22: March 14 & 15
Irish Independents 1: Landscape and Language

Screenings: 
Fluent Dysphasia (Daniel O'Hara, 2004)
Poitin (Bob Quinn, 1978)

Readings
White, Jerry. “The Films of Bob Quinn: Towards an Irish Third Cinema,” Cineaction 37 (June 1995), p. 3-10

Barton, Ruth. Irish National Cinema. Chapter 5: Irish Independents: The emergence of a critical, independent cinema in the 1970s and 1980s, pp. 85-103.
The bulk of the lecture will focus on Poitin, and I hope to draw on your observations about Fluent Dysphasia and Yu Ming Is My Name (we saw it at the Film Festival in the fall) to supplement this discussion. All three films deal with the Irish language, but their means of addressing language issues differ widely.
Outline:

1. Nationalism and Language – Irish example

a. Gaeltacht – geography and history


b. Setting: Rural/margins


c. critique of the nation

2. Style and Critique


a. comment on previous depictions of landscape


b. comparison to earlier films

3. Postcolonialism: one reading of the film


a. definitions


b. application to Ireland
