Week 18: February 7 & 8
Controversies in Representing History 1: Mel
Screening: Braveheart (Mel Gibson, 1995)

Readings
McArthur, Colin. Brigadoon, Braveheart and the Scots: Distortions of Scotland in Hollywood Cinema. London: I.B. Tauris, 2003. 

Chapter 5: Scotland and the Braveheart Effect, pp. 123-136; 

Chapter 8: ‘That’s Show Business!: The ‘What’ and ‘Why’ of Braveheart’s Historical Distortions, pp. 178-193; 

Chapter 9: It Takes One to Know One: Braveheart’s Appeal to the Proto-Fascist Psyche, pp. 192-208.

1. Distinction between this controversy, and the one in Bloody Sunday
2. Reception of the film


eg: 
effusive (http://www.flickfilosopher.com/oscars/bestpix/braveheart.shtml)



slam (http://www.nicksflickpicks.com/brvheart.html)
3. Critical Approaches:


a. Tartanry/Kailyard


b. ‘The Scottish Discursive Unconscious’

4. Historical Distortions


a. True vs. False inventions (Rosenstone)


b. Aesthetic Distortions


c. Ideological Distortions

5. Use of binaries

6. Conception of Masculinity
