Week 17: January 31 & February 1
Screening the Troubles 4: Postmodern Irony

Screening: Divorcing Jack (David Caffrey, 1998)

Readings 

McIlroy, Brian. Shooting to kill: filmmaking and the 'troubles' in Northern Ireland. 

Trowbridge: Flicks Books, 1998. Chapter 7: Visioning the Other: Representing 

the Protestants in Fiction Film, pp. 113-124.

Hill, John. "Divorcing Jack” in McFarlane, Brian. The Cinema of Britain and Ireland. 
London: Wallflower Press, 2005, pp. 227-236.

* Note: at the screening I will be briefly discussing how The Crying Game draws on the femme fatale figure. The term came up in class, but I want to briefly trace its significance, and stylistic appearance in Jude.

Divorcing Jack

1. Postmodernism – definitions of techniques

a. Pastiche
b. Genre-Splicing
c. Parody

2. Genre and Genre Splicing


a. What the film sets up (at the beginning)


b. Relation to previous Troubles films (e.g. Cal by Pat O’Connor)

c. Comedy and complications


d. Other spliced genres

3. Implications:


a. Destabilised meaning/truth


b. e.g. Brinn, ‘nun,’ Parker
4. The Troubles – who are the players? 
